Dier George, 5/,/9 1 

I've forgotten the context but when we were speaking the other day you questioned W 
^statement that JFK had ordered the liquidation of out involvement in Viet Nam. I told you 
'that what I'd planned as my second book was "Tiger to Bide: the tfntold Story of the Cuba 
Missile Crisis" and that the research for it was in the basement and not easy for me to 
retrieve. You may remember that I told you the Post's morgue should hold two short piece, 
the first a few days before he was assassinated, the second a few days after it | that the 
first reported a Pentagon re-evaluation the result of which was that we could start with,- 
drawing our "advisers" and the second that the re-evaluation was optimistic and withdrawn. 

I also told you that in 1967 I had interviewed General Gavin, who'd told me that JFK called 
his generals in one at a time and tried to explain to them that Vietnam was a political 
problem and that political problems are not susceptible of military solutions. 

While I did not have the time to make a real search, which would have taxed me too 
aweh in any event, I did recall some correspondence on this in a file in my office. I remem- 
bered a Utter of two years ago from a friend who was involved in which he goes into this 
a bit. I've copied the relevant portions of his letter, nothing omitted in my taping the 
top of one page to the bottom of the other, to give you his account and his citation of 
one of the two NSAMa that is also probably in the Post's morgue. I believe that the second 
may be dated 11/26/63 from his reference to that date. Well, I'm not 1<X# certain that the 
Sfcond was in the form of a NSAM but I think it was. In any event, in two short stories 
tiie Post reported both and I clipped both stories. 

I have from time to time disagreed with some of the interpretations of events by this 
friend but I have no reason to doubt his representation of fact or of his personal in- 
volvement that he reports. In addition, I have a clear recollection wkx* my interview of 
Qi.yln, when and where it was and that although the interview was for a syndicated radio 
program, "Authors Roundtable," I'd not had time to read the book he was promoting. 

I do not remember anything like this from Oliver Stone's script but I won't be a bit 
aarprlsed if he has dome extension of this in it before he finishes filming. He can use 
Xp to fortify what is in it, that the CI& offed JFK. 

I'm glad Moo told me about Pershing Gervais' letter to the editor and that you phoned 
him. I'm sure l'd have enjoyed listening to him, as I did so many time in the coffee shop 
of the fBleau, as they all referred to the Fountainbleau. In any event, you can quote him 
0|W. I have a file on the tax case against Garrison that Pershing made possible if that 
interests you. Because I knew the explanation he gave under oath was false I've always 
wandered what the pressure applied to him was. I suspect they may have had him on taxes 
and. dropped that, preferring to nail Garrison. 

I hope the Post is not arranging to get beat on this story! 
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